CHAPTER   XXVI
21th June, 1831
After completing our meals I left the place on Monday the twenty-
seventh for Narasinga Ghat about ten miles from here and arrived there by
three. Though this place is very small there are grociers here who sell
the requirements of the travellers. There are two sects in the merchant
community here, those merchants (Komati) belonging to Kalinga and those
merchants belonging to Goura. South Indian merchant caste belong to
Goura sect. There are not many Goura Komatis here. There is one gentle-
man Muddukrishna Pillai from South, who was in service at Ganjam and
who built a big terraced choultry with a small temple of Jagannathaswamy
in the quadrangle. He acquired a tank, a garden and landed property. He
gave all this property as gift to his religious preceptor who lived at Jagannath.
That terrace is spacious and it can accommodate seven hundred people. There
is an Odhra Brahmin employed by the donee's ancestors, who performs
the daily Puja. Hence I rested there. There is a deity Ghandi Devi on a
small hill near this place which is an important deity, worshipped by the
pandas and others of Jagannath. This deity accepts offering of sacrifice also.
Tonight we came by walking on the sands of the seashore. During summer
months it is difficult to walk here as there are no trees even to provide some
shade. One dancing girl got a well dug midway between the two places.
nth June, 1831
Getting up early on the morning of Tuesday the twenty-eighth, we
left this place for Manikya Pattanam twelve miles from here and arrived
there by seven. There is a salt lake where we stayed yesterday. It is not
very deep and so one has to look for the ebb and flow of the tide for crossing it.
Today's path is also seashore. We walked on the sands on the outer edges
of the salt lake cChilkas (lake). There is a police official at Manikyapur.
It is a Jagir of a Muslim from here to Maljha. Every commodity is available
in the shops here. This is the place where the Ghilka lake is to be crossed
and there is no place for lodging here. Venkanna Pantulu the Seristhadar
(the head accountant or Manager in a revenue office) working under the
Collector of Ganjam constructed here one beautiful Dharmasala for the benefit
of travellers according to their caste distinctions and daily provisions are being
supplied here. I stayed in this Dharmasala for the day.
29th June, 1831
On Wednesday the twenty-ninth we got up early on the morning by
three and arrived at a place called Mithaguwa by twelve. This place is
only ten miles away but as we had to cross the four miles long Chilka lake
it became so late to arrive at Mithaguwa.. The Muslim Jagirdar has been